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I¥egional Round-Up

Bayer MaterialScience launches large-scale production facilities

Bayer officially launched its
integrated  site for  polymer
production at the Shanghai
Chemical Industry Park, the com-
pany's largest investment project
outside Germany representing a
total capital expenditure  of
US$1.8 billion through 2009

The highlights of the newly
inaugurated Bayer Integrated
Site  Shanghai (BISS) include
new produclion facilities for
polyurethane raw materials, HD
coaling raw materials and the
company's Makrolon polycar-
bonate. Bayer's plans for further
capacity expansions in Ching
weare also announced at the
press conference.,

Bayer management board
chairman Werner Wenning said:
“The integrated Bayer site in
shanghai is developing into our
biggest and most technically
advanced production site in the
entire Asig-FPacific region. In turn,
this region — and particularly
Ching — is one of the most impor-
tant future markets for the Bayer
Group, a market that is set to
become even more significant
and dynamic.”

With the successful startup of

Singapore

Senior Bayer MaterialScience executives and board members at
the Shanghai Polymer Research & Development Center (PRDC)
expansion ceremony

its crude NMDI spliter with an
80.000 tpa capacity — the first
polyurethane facility at the Bayer
site in the buildup to aworld scale
350,000 tpa MDI facility due
on stream in 2008 — Bayer
has considerably boosted its
polyurethane production capa-
Bilities in light of growing compe-
lition in the China market (see
related story on page 7 for more
cletails),

A facility to produce HDI, a

precursor  for  coaling  raw
materials, was also launched with
an initial annual capacity of
30,000 tpa with an option of a
scale-up 1o 50,000 tpa at a later
date. HDI is used as high
performance coating for
Shanghai's Lupu bridge to pro-
vide long-term durability or in
automotive coalings.

Bayer's new Makrolon PC
plant in Shanghai will kick off with
a 100,000 tpa capacity, with an

expansion 1o 200,000 tpa as early
as 2008. Its oulput is to cater
mainly to customers in the region.
considering that Asia Pacific is
already the largest PC market
wiorldwide.

Bayer said the latest process
technology are installed at the
new plant, as well as marking the
first time the company's mell
polycarbonate process are used
on such alarge scale.

“With the high growth rates
achieved in Asia, we do foresee
continuing expansion of our
China facilities,” Wenning added.

Bayer also celebrated the
expansion of ils  Polymer
Research & Development Center
(PRDC) facility in Shanghai. Dr
Jargen Dahmer, senior represen-
tative for Bayer MaterialScience
in China, said the expanded site
is reflecting the changing tech-
nological needs of China's
polymer market and will house
technical development and
application research facilities for
four business units: polyurethanes;
polycarbonates; coalings, adhe-
sives and sealants: and thermo-
plastic polyurethanes.

wo buildings and a ware-
house extension were added,
more than doubling the centre's
previous floor area. Currently,
more than 100 staff work at the
shanghai PRDC site. and this
number is expected to grow.

Resin & Pigment Technologies relocates compounding facilities

In its current plant relocation and
upgrading programme, the poly-
mer compounding facilities of
singapore's Resin & Pigment
Technologies (R&P), a member of
EnGro Corporalion, would be
integrated In Jurong Logistics
Terminal (LT on Jurong Island.
This represents an integration
of compounding and logistics
operations, situated in the heart
of Jurong lsland's petrochemical
and polymer hub. The JLT site
(built and owned by Katoen
Matie SembCorp) will provide the
compounding operations of R&P

with advanced storage and
handling fteatures to serve the
chemical and polymer industries.

The large base of polymer
producers located at Jurong
Island is one of the factors behind
R&P's decision to enter into this
collaboration with Katoen Natie.
The new facilities hos
capacity of 20,000 tpa, offering
customers integrated services in
the compounding of a range of
engineered polymers and modi-
fled compounds.

Alex Tan, R&P managing
director, told APN that it was three

intlial

years ago when the company
considerably stepped up its
research and development
efforls to become more process
capable in the compounding of
high-value products: “While we
are currently one of the strongest
players in colour compounding in
singapore and Malaysia, this
realignment in strategy allows us
to expand successfully into
higher value products and 1o be
able to befter support bigger
scale compounding markets.”
Cutside of Singapore., R&P
currently operates compounding

factories in Johor, Malaysia, and
Wuxi, China.

R&P director Tseng Kau Chou
elaborated on the company's
direction for future expansions:
"We plan to develop more
sophisticated compounding
operations, including working
with customers in new polymer
grade developments. We believe
we will have an important role to
play in the compounding of
customised product ranges for
major polymer producers, to
enhance their local and regional
businesses.”
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